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GEN GRANTS GREATEST BATTLE

Now Stories of II lq Last Days Whets Ho Conquered
Fortune With Death at ills Elbow-

A CM KM Grants Confidential Secretary Ho a Mark Tuam Got ills Con
tract and IIi 1011110111 tsThe Unknown Man Who Helped Grant and
tttrv lie was Treated at Mount McGregor Scnor Romero and Ills Thousand

Dollar eetGanl idea of Money Matters and How Ht Used Ha mitt
Rouse SalariesHow Grant Wrote Ha Memoirs His la ers and HOJ He
Cared Jar AlInIlis horse Life What Mrs Grant Thought vf Him His
Last rliotonraph He Talks About Himself Discusses the Loss of Life in

IIi Campaigns Ami Cues the True Story of His Alleged Drunkenness at
the lathe of Shiloh

ICOP1hle HIT by Frank G Carpenter
tpeelvl Correspondence of rEWS-

WASHINQTON D C March Soth 1897

f 1 HC true story ol-

greitcstbaltlehas
General Grantsjr

V
f yft never been pub

8t1 tithed It was not
f1Ji f I taught during the

f 1X1
H

bloody years be

tuccn 1861 andq 1865 It was not
waged during his stormy administration
ID the White House but it came during
the last few mortis ot his life when
bankrupted and made penniless by the
villain Ward when racked with pain and
enfeebled by disease he shook his fist in
the face of death and wrote the book
which made his widow and his family
wealthy No other gpod book has ever
been written under such circumstances
Few books have ever been written which
read so well The language is as simple-
as that of Pilgrims Progress or Robin-
son Crusoe and the story is of thrilling
Interest from beginning to end To
read it you would not think that much-
of was dictated In a voice not above a
whisper and that the thought came
forth from a brain surrounded by nerves
which wets ever twitching with agonizeu-
rain Few books have had so great a
sale as that ol Grants Hundreds ot
thousands ol copies were sold and Mis
Grant not loup ago told me that her
loyalties upon It have amounted to more
than hall a million doliorj The book
sell will today and it will be a standard
book for all tme to come

TilE afAN GRANt MOST TRUStED
Much of the real tory ot this great

work I am able to tell IOU today I

give It in the words of the man who of
all others outside of his own family In

I those last days General Grant mot
truste Ills name iis N E Dawson
and lie is now the confidential secretary
cl General Nelson A Miles lie has
had the confidence cf many great men
and today he has the secret history ol
score of famous statesmens toted

ay In given to
luadcriodeinghthit thenmatsr with the

U not to
he published until alter their deaths

General Grant said be never Unit-
ed men by halves When I first net
him all I had with which to win his con
fidence were my recommendations I
was employed in the War Department
and was asked by him to coma to New
York and go with him when he made his
trp to Mexico I was a comparative
stranger but be trusted me Iniphdly
ale made me the cashier of the party at
the start and put f 20000 into my hands
to pay the running expenses of the trip
I have never seen a man who trusted
those he liked so much He never for
a moment thought his friends would not
be faithful to him and if I had written
a note far rocoo and presented It to
him In the shape of a letter I have no
doubt he would havo signed It He had
never had a stenographer with him on a
trip before and he said to me at the
time that he would not object to die
tatmg Ills reminiscences to me

How did the general come to write
Ins book I I Hiked

I dont think he had any Idea ol it
replied Mr Dawson nerd after the
failure oi Grant and Ward ThIS left
him penniless and he became very
anxious to make money The Century
people you know began the work
getting hinti to write They asked hint
townTeartlclesforth magazine ButiGeneral Grant was not at nil sure that
be could write He seared to attempt
it At last he consented to write lour
articles for them I think he was to get
fSoo apiece for them They took 10
well thit It became more easy to per

suade him to write his book The Cen-

tury Company made him the first piopo-
s but Mark Twain who had known
Grant having met him at dinners and
cheahere made him a better ofler and
got It

Did Mark Twain make any money
out ol ill I asked

I dont see how It could be other-
wise replied Mr Dawson The pub
lihers cl subscription books usually
make enormous prclils The book told
al first for 1350 fa cloth or > for the-
se There was an edition In morocco
and tree call which sold for 125 a set-

and the prohoLillly Is that the publishers
made two or three lime as much as
General Grant out of the sales It it a
question whether C L W ester Co
who represented Mark Twain were
good business men It was claimed at
thetime that it was their work which
sold Grants book IHi fact that they
failed since then shows that it was
Grants book that made their reputation
and that helped them rather than them
helping Grant In other word he sue
ceeded in spite of them

Was General Giant really penniless
at the time of his failure

Yes replied Mr Dawson lie
lost everything that he had Everything
he owned In the world had been invest
pd or deposited with Grant and Ward

How about that money that lie got
from Vanderbilt

He cotiluthmg front Vanderbilt Suer
the failure lie borrowed 15
him the drillsbefore he foiled but was
cent of-

swallowed
went to Ward and

up I understand that all he
had left at the time was about ISo in his
picket and f t3ain cash belonging to
Mrs Giant His friends once ottered
him their help tut it was tome time
before he accepted aiylLmj and what
he old take came from a comparative
stranger

How was that
The alT r cf assistance came irons

all parts of the country repheJ Mr
Dawson Many poor men wrote that
they could loan him money and among
others he rot one very touching letter
from Linstngburg N Y Twit came
about lour daS aerlhe fait urcof Grant
and Ward It was from a min whom
General Grant had never seen lie
wrote the general that he had made
some Money out of hIS business and
that he had saveda few thousand del
tars This he said he would like to lend
to the general his extremity He in
closed a check for fjoo making it pay-
able on account of his share due Grant
lor services ending In April lS6j In-

his letter he told the general he could
draw upon him for more until fits surplus
was used rip and that he could pay him
when he got ready He told the gen-

ieoral would lend him f 1000 at once
for his note at twelve months without-
Interest with the option of renewing at
the tame rate This affected General-
Grant very much lie accepted the
check and used h After the govern
merit gave him his pension he paid the-
money back as soon as he could

GRANT NEV1R FORGOT A FAVOR

General Grant never forgot a favor

Mr Dawson went on and ire remm
bated this man to the day of his death
I was present when he mct him some
lisle after this It was during the last
days of Grants illness There were
many fJanson men wall fetht the hotel
thereto See Grant butt been
turned away again and again because he-

was not well When this mans card
camelin Grant ordered that he head
milted at once lie received him kindly
and thanked him in person

But did not some of Grants tech
friends ollr him money at that time Mr
Dawson tasked

I dont know that there were many
personal oUrs of assistance replied
Mr Dawson His tichust friends were
full of suggestions and plans for raising
large sums but I dont know that thy
made offers to relieve his Immediate
neccisties Still More were many kind
things done and many offers mad
which were not accepted I remember-
one case was that of Senor Romero
the present minister front Mexcj As
soon as ho heard of the failure he came
to New York and called union General
Grant After he left a check lor f 1000
payable to Grant was trund on the
table hire he sitting Mr Romero
had ollered to loan him money but
Grant refusing to accept he left Ihe
check I believe tho general returned
it

When did Grant first realize that he
was going to die Mr Dayson

It was before I went to me for him
After e came back from Mexico I lud-
a posit on as stenographer at the Cap
to though I toldhimthatlwhcneverhe
really needid me that I would come

etolkhb He had already begun-
his r I came mid had writtin
the first hall of the first volume lie

enDed Ihi wllh IllS own hind and be
lore he reahzd that death was staring
hips Iin the ace I think this part ol
the book Is better written than the last
It Is more Ireely told As he went on
with the work be saw his strength tail
ing and alter he learned that he had to
die he sent for me to help him It was
through me that he dictated the most o f
the book and he wrote very little alter I
camerr

What kind of a man whs Grant at
home during those lat days asked

General Grant was always the soul
of simplicity replied Mr Dawson

You would never imagine that he
thought himself a great general or a
notedt nun I doubt wheiher he felt
that he was so There was no sell as
sertlvcness about him He put every-
one on the same standing withhimiel
and he never acted al though he thought
he was better than others fHe was kmd
to every ono Dunne Ins last da s he
wasinthegrealcit of pain but
his agony as far as possible to himselfI
I remember during our dictation looking
up suddenlyI at times and finding his lace
contorted with pain As soon as he-
saw that I was looking he auld force
himself Into composure and he would-
not permit his family to know how he-
was feeling lie loved his family as
much as any man l hove ever know u
and they all loved him He was proud

of his boys He liked to have his
lamlly about him andltwasthe greatest
comfort ol his last days that they were
with him I have a photograph which
was taken ol General Grant and the
family at this lime Copies ol it were
made for the family and when the gen-
eral gave me mine nearly all the family
were present and had them all write
their autographst upon it This was dar-
ing the very last days of Grants life
and others seeing my photograph were
anxious that Grant should write similar
autographs for them He was too weak
however to do so and sol have the
only autograph copy in existence

MAKING HISTORY ON THE IDOL OF 71111
GRAVE

IHow did General Grant work
III work was varied replied Mr

Dawson When I first came he dictat-
es quite a great deal and wrote some-
what on shrsof paper u hick he gave me
to copy As Ie grew w taker he had to
do his dictation early in the morning It
was at that time that he felt stronger-
At the last he seldom dictatedt mote

lohOtllethan an at a sitting this was
enough him out As the days
went on and death came nearer his
throat grew weaker and weaker Iliad
to move closer and eloerto him until at
the last the dictation was givers in a
whisper in my ear and had lo I sten
intently to mike the sh riband notes ol
his conversation Alter the dictation he
would rest awble then from tune to
time during the remainder ol the day
his dauthttr and daughter In law wou
read lo him the dlllereut accounts of the
battles about which he proposed to
write on the morrow lie did this to
refresh his memory and to lit him for the
workDid

he revise the manuscript of the
book

He hoped to be able to do so all
slant but concluded to wait until the
hock was done He longed for the
t me when U completed andgulbilwas so anxious that I told trial
cne day that It was ready for him and
that he could have it the next day It
was not quite finished but I could see
that it could be given to him along Irom
time to time last enough to snake him
think that It WAS so My statement that
lie book was donel delghted him and
he called In Mrs G ant and told her
that he had finished the book and that
he would have it all there the next day
nut when the morrow came he was not
so welL He grew worse and the result
war that the notes ot the last volume
were hardly revised by him at all I

wrote them out and Colonel Fred Grant
and I went over them before they were
pub ishcd The first volume the general
revised and also a part of the second

Was Grant an easy writei
°

Yes replied Mr Dawson He
thought clearly and wrote easily He
dictated well He could say what he
thought In the simplest language and
still round out Ins Ideas in complete
form Iii military orders were so
worded you know that no one could-
misconstrue their-

Did General Grant have many letters

and private papers about him while he
was working at his book

He had some military papers but no
private letters lie did not keep let-

ters It was his custom lo read his lit
tern and direct me to say so and si
in reply 1tnlfully dictating use aner
After the Utters were answered they
were burned He was very careless as
to his prmte matters It wet dUe ent
however as to public papers Every-
thing connected with the army was care-
fully kept Ills orders wi11 be found lo-
be perfect and his clerical force had to
kern them just so

hAil he have the satisfaction ol see-
ing any part of his took in print before-
lie diet

No he saw only the proof ol the
Con He did not see the
book himself nor did he rcalie what a
wondetlul IIICCLSS it was to be the
manuscript was copied entirely by hand
before gJng lo the printer Colonel
Grartsaved everything connected with
It mil every scrap trial the general
wrote was cartiiHy t reserved

Had he any Idea cfthe enormous
amount of motley it would bring to his
family

I think not He saw before he died
that it ould net them a fortune but I
dont believe he cvtr supposed that it
would pay them more than f5aouu or

6auoo at the most
Did Grant care much for m nyl
No I dont think he did replied

Mr IDauson He ccitainly DIII at
the expense of his rnemberI

how during our trip through Mexico lie
refused an ofler ot 51000000 to accept
the presidency of a gold mbnng com

where his name would be used to
Coolnlheslock Still lie admiredi nuney
makers and It is strange how much nc
thought ot good business men
really helve that curing life latter days-
hew ould have prized the reputation of
fining ben a good business man high-

er than that ol having been a great
butcher As to money he spent it very
Ireely When he became President he
regarded the salary not as a personal
matter lor him to save what he could til-

it but as money given to him to uphold
tlie of the cfiicc lie devoted
his salary to that end and upcn figur-

ing up at the dose of his first term
found that he had spent ISooo more
than he received This made him more
cautious during ifs second term and
believe when lie left the vhile House
he Land that he had saved a little bit
His trip around the world was made by
the Grant lund collected by Ins friends
This amounted lo something like aoo-

ooo or more This he use J
Tell me Mr Dawson did Mrs

Grunt realize what u great man Grant
will beore he died You know It is
said that many men are never great to
their wives nor their valets

Yes she did replied Mr Dawson
I believe the general was always a

great man to tier She told me once
for instance how during Lieutenant
Grants courtship a party of officers
were calling at her Missouri home
very warm political discussion was going

General Grant IIIthem buton among WneD thO
quietly and said nothing
ulscussion could come to no LOnciuslon

one cf the turned and appealed to
D Znt

HieTin few words overthrowlnK

tvcrv thing that had been said and pre-

senting the subject in an entirely new

fight which was so vidently tho true one

that every one assented to IL Alter the
petty loll bits Grant soya her mother-

resnurbed shout 51r GrautaapIng That
deal is him and

will
little man hu a great

he a surprise he does not astonish
the world solua day-

You Lilt have had some fnlerastieg-

conversations with Grant Mr Dawson
Tell me did he ever speak of how he

felt In his great battles II must have
rellZd the onions responsibility-
which tested upon him did ho not1

General Gra itseldom talked of him-

self replied Mr Dawson but I asked
him questions about luh thing at times-
I remember one day when we were talk-
ing about the campaign of the Wilder-
ness I asked such a question It was at
tins lime you know that ho crossed the
kapldm to engage with an army that
had always beaten his predecessor I
said to him General I should have
thought the rcspcnuibiUI ol those dnys
would have overpowered you You
knew where you here going and that
the whole cause of the Union tested-
your success or failure

General tyrant acted as though this
thought had never come to blln belore
lie smoleJ tor several minule pumag
out the smoke as lie as 103110 do
when In deep reflection At last hews
that ho did not know Was the leehng ol
his responsilllily reseed very heavily
upou hint Said he Had I asked lor
the place ol commanding general the
weight of my icsponslbillty might have
been oerpowering But when I enter
ed the army I resolved never to ask for
promotion but out tn do what I was
ordered to do to the bet of my ability
I did not seek that command It had
been Imposed upon me and all that I
had to Io v at to do the best I ecu dI I
knew that others had failed I knew that
I was liable to fall But I did sot blend
to fail il it were possible for me to sic
ceed In any t fUt that should
have the consciousnes-

seen
of knowing that

had done my best
GRANT SPEaKS Or THE LOSS OF UFK

IN ATI IK
Mr Dawson did General Grant ever

speak of his regrets at the terrible loss
ol fife which was caused by his cam-

paigns
Yes once replied Mr Dawson

At tins time he told me that the public
misunderstood such things and that the
truth was the more rapid the killing In
battle the more mcicilul was the result
m the end lie showed the how more
men had died In the late war through
sickness caused by exposure than by
bullets and that the waster the war
could be ended no matter at how great-
cost the fewer lives would he lost Ho
He said that shell campaigns were
lengthened out there was an enormmis

Continued on page tens j +
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